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What is the Global Studies magnet program?

Dutrow Elementary engages in a rigorous academic 
environment with a focus on global issues and an international 
perspective. Education for a global perspective is learning 
which enhances the ability to understand our own place in 
the community and world to make more effective judgments. 
It includes the study of nations, cultures, and civilizations. Our 
students are exposed to four dimensions of global awareness: 
perspective consciousness, planet awareness, cross-cultural 
awareness and awareness of human choices.

Dutrow Elementary School was designed for open concept 
education. Each pod accommodates 50 to 100 students 
with two to three teachers who work together as a team. In 
this setting, activities and groupings are flexible and can be 
adjusted to meet the instructional needs of students. The 
learning style at Dutrow is relaxed, yet stimulating — for both students and teachers. As students progress through the 
program, they master increasingly complex learning tasks. Students at Dutrow are able to experience different global issues 
and an international perspective since they will participate in a Global Studies class once a week.

The open learning environment fosters thinking 
and problem-solving skills, innovation, questioning, 
experimentation and active learning through investigation. 
It encourages students to become purposeful, self-directed 
learners and builds teamwork skills. We are committed to 
promoting a learning environment that fosters effective 
teaching strategies where everyone feels safe and all 
students can learn at high levels.

What is distinctive about the magnet program?

• Students develop a sense of responsibility as global citizens, caring 
about issues that affect humankind, being open to new ideas and 
other perspectives, reflecting on processes, skills and knowledge.

• Flexible approaches and activities offer many different learning 
experiences, including groupings across grade levels when appropriate.

• Students participate in service-oriented projects.
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What does the program require of parents?

Parents are expected to be full partners in education in the Global Studies 
Magnet Program and to:
• Sign and adhere to the parent/student/school magnet contract
• Uphold magnet standards and expectations in student academics, behavior, 

attendance and work study
• Volunteer, at school or home, a minimum of 4 hours during the school year
• Communicate regularly with teachers through notes, phone calls and 

conferences

How do I apply for the magnet program?

All students who wish to attend magnet programs must submit a  
Magnet School Application by the December deadline. Magnet applications 
must be submitted electronically. Links to magnet applications are available on 
the Newport News Public Schools website at www.nnschools.org/magnet. For 
additional assistance, please contact the NNPS Magnet Office at 757-283-7850 
ext. #10206.

Transportation is provided to all magnet program students who reside in 
Newport News.

How can I find additional information?

Karen Brown, Principal 
karen.brown1@nn.k12.va.us

Teri Pittman, Assistant Principal 
teri.pittman@nn.k12.va.us
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Dutrow Elementary School 

60 Curtis Tignor Road 
Newport News, Virginia 23608 

(757) 886-7760 
Fax: (757) 989-0932

dutrow.nn.k12.va.us 
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Who is eligible?

All children are eligible to apply for the Global Studies magnet 
program, which serves kindergarten through fifth grade. It 
is especially appropriate for students who focus on learning, 
concentrate well, enjoy working in groups, are self-directed, and 
express an interest in global awareness. Students are selected 
by computer lottery. Siblings of the current year’s Global Studies 
kindergarten through fourth-grade magnet students will receive 
priority admission for the next school year.
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