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Welcome to your path to a higher SAT/PSAT, or ACT/PLAN score.  The Online StudyGuide has 
been used by millions of students in schools across the country.  It has been proven to raise scores 
in as little as 10 hours.  So, if you’re motivated to raise your score then let’s get started. 

 
Begin by choosing one of the three StudyGuide tabs at the top of your homepage.  For demonstration 
purposes we’ve chosen to show screens from the StudyGuide for the ACT.  Note that on the left side 
of your screen are links to FinalPrep for the SAT and ACT.  These are for use during the final few 
days before test day.  We’ll refer back to them after you’ve completed the 5 steps of the program. 
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The Online StudyGuide is a self-paced program.  It has 5 steps.  You navigate the 5 steps using the 
tabs running left to right across the top of the screen on the blue menu bar.  The green menu bar 
just below it contains the Getting Started page link which you are looking at, Test Taking Strategies, 
and My Status links.  The Getting Started page simply lets you know what you’ll be doing during 
each step and roughly how long it should take you.   

 

This program is designed to show you where your weakest skill areas are and then help you review 
those areas so that you can improve.  Eighty percent of your time should be spent reviewing your 
weakest skill areas.  Reviewing your weakest skill areas takes place in steps 4 and 5 of the program. 
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In Step 1 you learn about the test.  How is it structure?  How is it scored?  What is tested?  You’ll 
gain even more knowledge about the test of course when you take a diagnostic in the next step.  At 
that point you’ll get familiar with the instructions of each section.  This is very important because 
these are timed tests and so any time you can save gives you more time to work on answering 
questions to the best of your ability. 

 

You should be able to complete step 1 in about 15 to 20 minutes.  Remember, you can always return 
to this step should you want to refresh what you learned. 
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In Step 2 you are going to take a test.  You won’t necessarily be using the computer for this step.  
There are a number of tests to choose from.  It is best to take a real test (one with actual SAT or 
ACT questions written by the test maker) and have someone time you so that you obey the rules for 
each section.  The primary rules for this step are: 

• Ask someone to time you so you don’t spend longer than permitted on each section. 

• Have your calculator available. 

• Mark up your test pages just as you would on test day. 

• Don’t guess.  You want an accurate assessment of which skills are your weakest. 

Click on the green box to view the location of the different diagnostic test options. 
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In the SAT and ACT programs Test # 1 is the current year practice test published by the test maker.  
You can view a PDF of the test by clicking on the link of the test name.  The other tests listed are 
previous year tests or tests sold retail in book form.  Test # 3 in the ACT program is the PLAN test.  
Test # 6 in each program is a simulated diagnostic test that can be taken online in Step 3 of the 
program.  It is best to take one of the paper tests as this is how you will take the test on test day. 

 

After you take the test click on Step 3 in the program to score and analyze your test.  
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In Step 3 you will enter your answers to the diagnostic test and receive a Skills Feedback Report 
showing you your Critical or Weakest Skill Areas.  Begin by clicking on the test you took.  If you 
took the first test(current year practice test) and you’re ready to enter your answers into the 
computer, then click on the blue box.  To take your diagnostic online simply click on Test # 6 or the 
green test box. 
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After clicking on the appropriate test, you’ll see the test broken out by section.  Click on a section 
number in the left hand column. These are links that will take you to a scoring grid for each section.  
If you click on the Essay section and you are not enabled for automatic essay scoring you will not 
be able to type in or paste your essay.   After scoring a section you’ll immediately see your score for 
that section and be able to generate a Skills Feedback Report showing your weakest skills in that 
section. 
Note: You do not have to score the sections in any order.  You may score section 2 before section 1 
or 3 before 2.  In this way if you don’t have ample time to take the test in one sitting you can take 
one section at a time and then score just the sections you’ve completed. 
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After clicking on a section number input your answer choices by clicking the appropriate radio boxes 
next to each question.  You may want to have someone read off your answers to you so you can 
score the section quicker.  After inputting your answers click on the “Score this Section” button at the 
bottom of the page and you’ll be taken back to the previous page so you can see your score and 
select another section to score.  Repeat this process for each section. 
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Once you’ve completed scoring your test you’re ready to view your Skills Feedback Report.  Click 
on the “My Status” link on the green menu bar just below the steps tabs at the top of the page. 
 
On the left side of the My Status page are listed the test options.  If you scored a test it will show the 
scores for the sections you scored.  To the right will be blue buttons for your Summary Report, 
Detailed Report, and Essay Analysis.  The Summary Report is simply the first page of the Detailed 
Report. 

 

The bottom section of the My Status page shows you your status for Step 5.  You can also view your 
Quiz Results by clicking on the “Quiz Results” button at the top of the screen. 
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The primary purpose of your Skills Feedback Report is to reveal to you your Critical or Weakest 
Skill areas as tested by the SAT, PSAT, ACT, or PLAN.  You can print out your report by clicking on 
the “Print this page” button at the top left of the page.  Your sectional and composite scores are 
listed in the gray box at the top of the report.  Next is your Critical Skills Analysis.  Look at the skills 
listed under each section of the test.  These are your weakest skills in rank order.  On the Skill 
Report below, Sentence Structure is the weakest skill area for the English Section of this ACT test. 

Now you need to go to Step 4 and work through the lessons and quizzes for each of your Critical 
Skills.  If you don’t have a lot of time to complete the 5 Steps of the program you can opt to just work 
on the first weakest skill area listed under each section. 
Click on the Step 4 tab to begin your review. 
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When in Step 4 click on the “Critical Skills” button.  The gray buttons below allow you to access all 
of the skill lessons and or quizzes for each section.  After completing the lessons and quizzes for 
your Critical Skills you can go back and work on other skill areas.     
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After clicking on the “Critical Skills” button, click on the link for the test you took.  The tests are listed 
in order. 
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Your weakest skills are listed just as they are on your Skills Feedback Report, except on this page 
they are links to the lessons and or quizzes for each skill area.  You can work in any order that you 
like. 

 

If you do not see skills listed under a particular section then it means that you did not yet score that 
section or did not properly score the section.  You may have forgotten to click on the “Score this 
section” button at the bottom of the answer grid. 
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To navigate through a lesson click on the blue arrow at the top right or left of the screen.  At the end 
of each lesson are a series of quizzes.  They are designed to let you know if you should move on to 
your next weak skill area. 
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You get to tries at the answer of each question in a quiz.  If you answer incorrectly you’ll be given a 
hint.  If you answer a second time incorrectly or if you answer correctly you’ll be given the answer 
and an explanation. 

 

After you’ve completed the lessons and quizzes for all of your weakest skill areas it’s time to move on 
to Step 5.  Click on the Step 5 tab at the top right. 
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Step 5 is a lot like Step 3 except that you’ll only be working on the questions you answered 
incorrectly on your diagnostic.  Begin by clicking on the test you took.  Then follow the instructions 
in Step 3 for completing each section.   
You should have your test booklet with you for this step.  Work through each question and refer to 
your original notes in your test booklet.  Now that you’ve just refreshed the skill area you should see 
what you did wrong. 
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Once you’ve completed the 5 steps of the program you’ll hopefully taking the test soon.  Regardless 
it’s very important that you use FinalPrep a few days prior to test day.  Click on the FinalPrep for the 
SAT or ACT on the left hand side of your homepage. 
  

FinalPrep is about 2 hours 30 minutes of material covering the key concepts of the test.  Read 
through the lessons to gain the boost  you need before the test. 

 

 

 
 


